




























Developing the Project 
We believe the site has the potential to accommodate 
up to 7 wind turbines with a maximum tip height of up 
to 180m. The site study area is shown in red on the map 
below. EDF Renewables is currently in discussions with 
Coillte about the inclusion of sections of Coillte property 
in the proposal in addition to other third party lands. If 
you have any Coillte related queries about the proposal, 
please contact lsinfo@coillte.ie

We are currently in the process of gathering wind data 
and mapping the environmental constraints on site. We 
will use this information to create a preliminary wind 
turbine layout and will consult with you further on this 
in the coming months. The project will also include 
access tracks, a substation, a temporary construction 
compound, a permanent meteorological mast, 
underground cabling and a grid connection that links 
the wind farm to the national electricity grid.

Local Benefits 
If the project receives planning permission and is 
constructed, we will establish a Community Benefit Fund 
as part of our long-term commitment to the local area. 
These funds will go towards supporting positive local 
initiatives and activities. A proportion of the Community 
Benefit Fund will also be allocated to a ‘Near Neighbour 
Fund’ that will directly benefit the project’s closest 
neighbours. Seskin Wind Farm will also pay a significant 
amount in rates to Carlow County Council over the 
lifetime of the project.

Next Steps
• Over the coming months we will be carrying out 

more detailed environmental studies across the 
site, including ecology, noise, landscape and visual 
assessments, and also measuring wind speeds at 
the site. The results of these studies, along with 
feedback gathered through consultation with local 
communities, will be used to determine the final 
turbine layout. 

• We will also be undertaking a transport and access 
study to assess the best routes for construction 
vehicles and for bringing turbine components to the 
site. 

• As the project progresses and we have more detailed 
information to share, we will be holding public 
consultation events. These will take place in a venue 
local to the project, or online, depending on Covid-19 
guidelines. 

• We hope to submit a planning application and an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for 
the project to Carlow County Council in late 2022 or 
early 2023. 

• Subject to planning permission, Seskin Wind Farm 
could be constructed and operational by 2026.

Contact Us
We have created a dedicated website for the project and this will include all key updates as the project progresses:  

www.edf-re.ie/our-sites/seskin

We welcome your feedback on our proposals and encourage you to contact us with any questions, concerns or 
comments through our dedicated Community Liaison Officers for the project: 
Sharon O’Brien (086 3890445) and Anita O’Toole (085 107 6089)

Alternatively, you can email the project team at seskinwindfarm@edf-re.ie.   

1 SEAI Energy in Ireland Report, December 2020, Section.7.3.1, Table.33

Seskin site boundary

Maps are reproduced under Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No. EN0092620  
© Ordnance Survey Ireland / Government of Ireland
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About EDF 
Renewables Ireland
EDF Renewables Ireland is part of one of the world’s largest 
electricity companies and our investment and innovation in 
renewable energy projects is reducing costs for consumers and 
bringing significant benefits to communities. 

EDF Renewables Ireland’s team has a wealth of experience 
in bringing complex development projects to fruition, across 
onshore and offshore wind, solar PV and battery storage 
technology, and is supported by over 400 colleagues in the UK.

About MKO
MKO is a Galway-based Planning and 
Environmental consultancy with significant 
expertise and experience as lead planning 
and environmental consultant, over the last 
20 years, on projects in the renewable energy 
industry and public infrastructure projects. 
MKO has led the environmental assessments 
throughout all project stages and is preparing 
the planning permission applications and 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
(EIAR) for the Proposed Development on 
behalf of EDF Renewables Ireland Ltd.

Meet the Project Team
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Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR)
Scoping and 
Consultation: 
Scoping is the process of identifying the significant 
issues which should be addressed by the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 

MKO prepared a Scoping Document, which was 
circulated to statutory and non-statutory consultees, in 
December 2022, to provide them with an opportunity 
to comment and to inform the development design 
and assessment process.

The purpose of the EIAR is to document the current 
state of the environment on and in the vicinity of the 
site and to quantify the likely significant effects of the 
Proposed Development on the environment. The EIAR 
presents an examination that identifies, describes and 
assesses the direct and indirect significant effects of 
the project on the following:

a) population and human health  
b) biodiversity, with particular attention to species and 

habitats protected under Directive 92/43/EEC and 
Directive 2009/147/EC  

c) land, soil, water, air and climate  
d) material assets, cultural heritage and the landscape  
e) the interaction between the factors referred to in 

points (a) to (d)

The planning application for the Proposed 
Development will be accompanied by an EIAR. This will 
be publicly accessible and will address the following 
headings:
1. Introduction
2. Background to the Proposed Development
3. Consideration of Reasonable Alternatives
4. Description of the Proposed Development
5. Population & Human Beings
6. Biodiversity
7. Birds
8. Land, Soils and Geology
9. Water
10. Air Quality
11. Climate
12. Noise and Vibration
13. Landscape and Visual
14. Cultural Heritage
15. Material Assets (includes Traffic and Transportation, 

Telecommunications, and Aviation)
16. Interaction of the Foregoing
17. Major Accidents and Natural Disasters
18. Schedule of Mitigation

MKO are compiling the EIAR with the input of several 
other specialist consultants:
 Hydro-Environmental Services
 Afry
 Tobar Archaeological Services
 TNEI
 Alan Lipscombe Traffic and Transport Consultants

The overall objective is to design a scheme that has the least impact on people living locally and the 
environment, while optimising the renewable energy generation of the site. Detailed environmental studies are 
continuing across the site including ecology, hydrology and landscape and visual assessments. These studies will 
be compiled into an EIAR to accompany the planning application, and we are aiming to submit these to Carlow 
County Council in Q4 of 2023.
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Other Considerations
Distance to nearest homes   
The layout has been designed with a minimum setback 
distance of 720m to the nearest house from each 
turbine, in accordance with the Draft Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines 2019, which propose a 
setback distance of four times the tip height of the 
turbines.

Noise
The blades of wind turbines make a sound as they pass 
through the air. Every effort is made to reduce this as 
much as possible. Currently, the guidelines for wind 
turbine sound levels in Ireland are set between 35 and 
45 decibels depending on the time of day and the level 
of background noise. These are among the strictest 
limits in Europe today. To put this in context the fridge 
in your kitchen would typically generate a sound level 
of around 50 decibels while 40 decibels would be the 
noise in a quiet office.5

Shadow Flicker 
Shadow flicker is the name given to the 
flickering effect caused when the sun is 
in certain positions in the sky and shines 
through the rotating turbine blades. Under 
the Draft Wind Energy Development 
Guidelines 2019, no shadow flicker is 
permitted for future wind farms in Ireland. 
The turbine blades of Seskin Wind Farm will 
therefore be turned off at the  
appropriate times to ensure no  
flicker effect is created.

Property Devaluation    
There is no research that we have seen which shows 
that wind farms affect property prices in Ireland. A 
major recent study in Scotland, a country of a similar 
size and a similar scale wind industry to Ireland, found 
no evidence of a negative impact on property prices.6

5 Myths about wind energy (windenergyireland.com)
6 Myths about wind energy (windenergyireland.com)
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21 August 2023 

 

 

Dear local resident, 

 

As you may be aware, EDF Renewables held a public exhibition for the proposed Seskin Wind Farm at the Lord 
Bagenal Inn on Tuesday 15 August. 

At this event, we presented detailed information to the local community about the project and its progress to 
date, and sought feedback from the local community in response to our plans. 

In order to promote this event, we circulated local notices, included adverts in parish newsletter and the Carlow 
Nationalist, and discussed the event on KCLR 96FM, as well as mailing direct invites to those residents closest to 
the project. Unfortunately, we have since discovered that, due to an administrative error on our part, you did 
not receive this invitation. 

All of the information presented remains on display as part of our virtual exhibition room, available to view at 
www.edf-re.ie/our-sites/seskin. 

We are sorry for this error and, should you have any questions about the project, a member of our team would 
be happy to call out to your home at a time that is convenient to discuss the project further. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us using the details below, and apologies again for any inconvenience this may 
have caused. 

 

Your sincerely, 

 

Declan Collins 

Community Liaison Officer, EDF Renewables Ireland 

 

E: seskinwindfarm@edf-re.ie 

T: 087 254 1416 
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